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SCRIPT

Внимание!

Каждый текст прослушивается два раза. После первого прослушивания текста запись не останавливается. 
Перед первым и между последующими заданиями необходимо сделать паузу длительностью примерно 1,5 минуты для того, чтобы участники олимпиады могли ознакомиться с вопросами к соответствующему заданию.
TASK 1

1

I write about style and fashion, and although I have my own ways of finding out what the big fashion houses are doing for the next season, I also want to know what consumers are thinking. I always read Fashion World because of what it tells me about people who buy fashion – about consumers. I think it must be the only magazine that has got articles about the latest trends by very professional fashion editors.

2

I think it’s vital in this day and age to be well-informed about current affairs, which of course isn’t difficult now the internet has developed into a news medium. But I also find it’s essential to know what intelligent people think about various issues, so you need to get a range of opinions, right across the political spectrum. That’s where the London Review of Books is so good…

3

I’ve been taking the National Geographic for years now. It’s really an excellent magazine, with lots of interesting articles about wildlife and the natural world in general. I think the pictures are always first-rate. They must have the best photographers in the world working for them, and you can see the results. It’s really fascinating.

4

I’m a subscriber of the Economist, which is a weekly financial magazine. I’m an economist, and reading the Economist is the best way to keep up with the latest trends. The main reason I get the Economist, however, is that I don’t have time to read a serious daily newspaper like the Financial Times, so the summary it provides, especially of the news in general, is really invaluable for me.

5

I take a monthly magazine called Railway Modeller, which keeps me informed about model railways, which is a greet hobby of mine. I’m a collector of antique miniature railways, and I can always find information about auctions or model trains on sale. They also have articles comparing prices of different models and descriptions of new products available.
TASK 2

Interviewer: …and continuing our series of features on Australian artists, today I’m very pleased to welcome Anna Roberts to the studio. She was born in Hobart, Tasmania and is already one of Australia’s best known young artists, so we’re delighted to have her with us. Welcome to the studio Anna.

Anna: Thank you, it’s a pleasure to be here.

Interviewer: Now Anna, from what I’ve seen, your pictures all have one very important thing in common. Would you like to tell us about what you paint?

Anna: Well, I’ve established a reputation for painting pictures of very remote locations …

Interviewer: Yes – many of them are a long way from towns and roads, aren’t they?

Anna: Absolutely – so getting to them can be very challenging. I sometimes trek to them on foot, but if that’s impossible I’ll travel by plane – provided there’s somewhere to land, of course.

Interviewer: So that means you’ve had a few narrow escapes over the years, does it?

Anna: (laughs) Oh yes, but it’s been worth it. You see the subject of all my paintings is nature. I want to show just how beautiful it is. So of course I have to experience it myself.

Interviewer: Right, and I’ve been to several of your exhibitions, and there’s certainly nothing abstract about the landscape paintings you do …

Anna: Oh no, one art critic told me recently that many of my pictures could be mistaken for photographs because they’re so realistic.

Interviewer: I think that’s certainly true of the paintings you do of beaches. I love those.

Anna: Oh yes. I’ve painted lots of beaches with the surf beating down on them …

Interviewer: But just recently you’ve done a new series of pictures using different shades of yellow and orange.

Anna: Yes, I wanted to do something completely different, so I’ve done some paintings of the desert. I’ve tried to give an impression of the lines in the sand and the heat.

Interviewer: So what is it that makes your pictures unique do you think?

Anna: I’d say it’s the way I portray the light. It’s not something many other artists do.

Interviewer: And your paintings are very large aren’t they – that’s unusual too …

Anna: Yes, they’re big and I work on canvas – I find it very hard to use any other surface, like board, though other artists have been very successful with it.

Interviewer: I see. And what type of paint do you use?

Anna:  Well, I’ve tried painting in acrylic and water colours, but I now paint exclusively in oils – personally I think it suits my style.

Interviewer: Well, other people obviously think so as well – your paintings sell well, don’t they?

Anna: They certainly do, and not just to private individuals. A lot of my pictures are now bought by companies they consider them to be a good investment.

Interviewer: That’s great.

Anna: It certainly is.

Interviewer: And your talents don’t stop at painting, do they? I believe you also write?

Anna: Mmm … I’ve written some short stories for children, which I did illustrations for, and a number of my articles about painting have appeared in different magazines …

Interviewer: Do you have plans for any other commercial ventures?

Anna: I do! I’m planning to launch a series of cards and calendars this year …

Interviewer: Fantastic. Well, Anna, we wish you every success with that, and thanks for talking to us today. It’s been most interesting.

Anna: Thank you for asking me, I’ve really enjoyed it.

TASK 3

1  A: Come on! Cheer up! It’s not the end of the world!
    B:  Oh sure, it’s easy for you to say that. My grades in History are already pretty bad, and if I fail that test tomorrow, I’m probably going to fail the whole class. And we only have one day to revise for the test! 

    A: But it’s the same for everyone else! Nobody’s going to do well in the test. So it really isn’t that important …

2  I wasn’t really looking for anything because I got that new coat last week, which was really expensive. But then I saw this lovely black jacket, reduced to £ 24.99, and I just had to have it. I know Simon’ll be furious, but it was a real bargain. I just couldn’t resist it.
3  I got a sports car as soon as I could afford it, and it wasn’t really very economical, but I decided I could live with that. However, after a few weeks I got a job further away from home, and I realized it was the wrong car for long journeys; it was too noisy, there wasn’t enough leg room, the suspension was broken and you could feel every bump in the road. That’s why I decided to sell it.

4  Hello, I wonder if you could help me? I’m in room 447 – just checked in this morning – and there seems to be something wrong with the room … The radiators won’t come on, so it’s very cold in here … No, the heating is out of order in the bathroom as well … Yes, I tried turning the control knob on the radiator, but it simply won’t move … Yes, if you could send someone to have a look at it, please …

5  A: So how many kids from your class are going on this trip?
    B: Practically everyone’s going, dad! We go on a guided tour of the city, including the Eiffel Tower and a boat trip on the Seine, and then we’re back in London by Sunday afternoon, so I’ll be home early on Sunday night.

    A: Oh, I’m sure you’ll enjoy it. Paris is a lovely city. I just want to make sure you have enough supervision …
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